
I enjoy using the shop.  The chance to work with others, to discuss woodworking, to 
think through projects and help someone make a beautiful and useful project just 
makes my day.  I have however recently discovered a problem. 

When I come to use many of the tools I find that they have been left in unusable 
condition.  I recently found a router bit that was so caked with pitch that the bearing 
was frozen solid.  I have also seen table saw blades covered with pitch.  If you have 
used either of these tools and found burn marks on your projects you might look at 
the high speed cutting devices to see if that is the cause. 

It only takes a few moments to clean a tool and it will save you time in cleaning up 
the burn marks before you can finish your project.  Please after you use a tool check 
it for proper cleanliness and sharpness.  It only takes a short time to return a tool to 
good shape and makes the shop friendlier for all of us. 

Remember, if you don't know how to clean a blade the Shop Foreman should be 
able to help you with this.  You can turn a troubling issue into a learning moment.  
And the Shop Foreman will help you along. 

Let’s all enjoy using the shop! 

 

Roland Mohler 
President 
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Membership renewal is progressing well!  So far we have had 245 members renew 
– we still have a long way to go!  The $5 discount on membership renewal will end 
on January 31

st
 – don’t wait, renew now.  Memberships can be renewed online us-

ing PayPal or by check or cash at the shop. To get the discount, you need to sign up 
in the Members Only section of the web site – if you’ve forgotten the password for 
the Members Only section drop me an e-mail.  

 
Remember that you need to renew by March 31st to maintain your Green Card (and 
to keep your spot on the “board”). Anyone renewing after March 31st will be consid-
ered a new member and will have to complete the safety requirements to use the 
shop.  
 
 
Wayne Peterson 
Director of Membership 

Don’t Wait ,  Renew Now!  



 

The Guild’s training program is one of the important foci of the Guild’s existence, and the 
Basic Woodworking classes form the entrance for beginners into the craft.  After a spell of 
not working at the craft, I decided to reset and expand my skillset by taking the fall 2017 ses-
sion of the Basic Woodworking class. 

 

The class is designed to handle 12 students at a time over 10 Thursdays.  When I arrived at 
the appointed time, however, it was obvious that there were many more than 12 people in 
addition to Training Director David Kraatz and Assistant Training Director Norm Carpenter.  
“What the heck’s going on?” I wondered.  But as the session began David introduced at least 
six additional instructors.  Some I already knew and others not so much.  At least two had 
been brought up by David from previous classes – from student to instructor.  That meant 
that for every process that we embarked on, we had a ratio of at least 1:2.  Instruction doesn’t 
get much better than that. 

 

During the span of the class we built a cutting board, a box, and a plant stand.  The cutting 
board is fairly easy, but it included band saw and routing processes that I hadn’t experienced 
before and provided me with a nice gift for my son in Atlanta.  The box is the same one that 
students build in the Rough-to-Ready class, which involves band sawing and which provided 
a gift for my daughter overseas.  The plant stand involved several processes, including the 
creation of mortise and tenon jointing, a new skill for me.  I’m keeping that one.  Interestingly, 
this February Tim Locke is offering a class in building copies of the Horizontal Tenoning Ma-
chine that we used to cut the tenons for the plant stand.  (See the website.) 

 

Throughout the classwork we sawed and joined and planed and glued and routed and 
clamped and mortised and sanded and scraped, all under the watchful eyes of the various 
volunteer mentors, and slowly gained the skills that will allow us to move on the more ad-
vanced classes the training department makes available throughout the year. 

 

It is no wonder that these classes fill up rapidly.  The first two of four 10-week sessions for 
2018 are already filled up with people on the waiting lists.  In the meantime, the membership 
department keeps adding new names to the membership roster, pushing up the demand.  
There are several implications for this.  One is the suggestion that David and his minions are 
doing an excellent job, and they are.  Another is that perhaps if we had more instructors we 
could have more classes, and that would seem to be a possibility.  A third is that there  
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Resetting Skills and Meeting Good People 

Tim Locke works with participants on trimming plant stand legs to size 



continues to be a role for the Guild in educat-
ing for the craft, and that’s good since that is 
one of the missions of our coming together. 

A final note: Those of us who took the course 
not only made three nice projects, we met 
some pretty wonderful people. 

 

Dick Kammer 
Director of Communications 
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Resetting Skills and Meeting Good People (continued) 

JANUARY SPECIALS  

 

4/4 SANTOS MAHOGANY 
S2SSLR TO 25/32" 
$7.99 PER BOARD FOOT 
***********************************
************************ 
4/4 RUSTIC ALDER 
S2SSLR TO 25/32" 
$1.89 PER BOARD FOOT 
***********************************
************************ 
4/4 PECKY CYPRESS 
S2SSLR TO 25/32" 
$6.99 PER BOARD FOOT 
***********************************
************************ 
 
4/4 HICKORY S&B 
S2SSLR TO 25/32" 
$2.59 PER BOARD FOOT 
***********************************
************************ 
 
4/4 WHITE OAK 
S2SSLR TO 25/32" 
$4.39 PER BOARD FOOT 
***********************************
************************ 
 
CBN SHARPENING WHEEL 
8" X 1" X 5/8" 
80 GRIT 
$149.99 EACH 
***********************************
************************ 
 
 
4243 SOUTH NOLAND ROAD 
INDEPENDENCE, MO. 64055 
816-373-1710 
info@metrohardwoodsinc.com 
 
STORE HOURS 
MONDAY –FRIDAY: 9:30AM 
TO 6:30PM 
SATURDAY: 9:00AM TO 
4:00PM 
SUNDAY: CLOSED 

Barb Hinton and David Kraatz guide 

participants in cutting legs for the 

plant stand 

 

The New Year is upon us and your shop is waiting for you.  "Your Shop" is an accurate 
term.  As a member of the Guild the shop is indeed your shop.  I think this is important 
to remember, to think of it as your shop and not as a separate the entity from yourself, 
thinking of it as "the Guild shop".  When you think of the shop as someone else's shop 
it becomes easier to not feel responsible for the care and operation of the shop.  In 
much the same way that rental cars receive less care by the customer because they do 
not have to be concerned with the longevity of the vehicle because they only rented it 
for the weekend and after all they paid to use the car.  This way of thinking turns the 
shop and the Guild into "the other guy", "they", "them", instead of "us", "we", "me".  
When the Guild has to pay for repairs, you're paying for repairs.  

 

The Guild shop offers great value to us to use even if we have shops at home.  Nothing 
wrong with bringing your project to the shop to take advantage of more space to spread 
out, or getting to work on your project out of sight of the lawn that needs mowing 
(driveway that needs shoveling).  The shop is not the place to perform those questiona-
ble procedures that you don't want to risk damaging your machines on, prepping that 
stock you're pretty sure has no nails, or you heard you can cut plutonium on the band-
saw just like wood (you can't). 

 

Our shop experiences a lot of wear and tear in normal everyday use and that is ex-
pected.  We have a lot of members doing a lot of woodworking.  Unlike a production 
shop which may use the machines more hours, our shop probably experiences more 
setups.  We have more woodworkers learning to use the tools and discovering how 
much is too heavy a cut.  Like I said normal wear and tear is expected.  Let's all keep 
an eye toward limiting the abnormal wear due to misuse, carelessness and lacking a 
sense of ownership.  It is your shop after all. 

 
Chuck Saunders  
Director of Assets 

From “Your” Shop 

https://maps.google.com/?q=4243+SOUTH+NOLAND+ROAD+%0D+INDEPENDENCE,+MO.+64055+%0D+816&entry=gmail&source=g
tel:(816)%20373-1710
mailto:info@metrohardwoodsinc.com


As you know, this past November we lost Jerry Stanley to ALS, also known as Lou Geh-
rig's Disease.  In his name in December, Jerry’s wife, Karen, made a donation of $500 to 
the Guild for use as we see fit.  Karen explained that this was one of Jerry’s last re-
quests, because the Guild was such an important part of his last few years and because 
the Guild did so much for him and his family in their time of need. 
  
Jerry was a hard-working and valuable member of our Safety Committee.  He created, 
monitored and managed the online Safety Test.  This role was indicative of who Jerry 
was and how he felt about giving back to this organization that benefits all of us so 
much. 

Thank you, Karen, for this generous gift.  We will never forget what the Guild meant to 
our friend, Jerry, and what he meant to us! 
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January Program—Miniatures at the National Museum of Toys and Miniatures 

Jerry Stanley’s Love for the Guild Continues 

The program on scale model sailing ships was really well-received, so we are going to 
learn about the world of miniature furniture at our January meeting. Kathryn Mercier (her 
name is just like the name of the street for the guild) from the world-famous National Mu-
seum of Toys and Miniatures, formerly known as the Kansas City Toy and Miniature Mu-
seum, on the UMKC campus, will fill us in about the special world of miniatures and the 
artisans that make them. They recently hosted the international conference of miniatures 
which drew artisans from around the world. Even the marquetry and the tools with which 
they work are 1/12th scale. It's crazy.  Just to contemplate making dovetails, full scale 
and 1/12th scale joints is just marvelously insane. 
 
The Museum is located on the campus of the University of Missouri Kansas City in a 38-
room Italianate mansion at 5235 Oak St.; Kansas City, MO 64112.  Check out their site 
at http://www.toyandminiaturemuseum.org. 
 
The cookies at break will still be full size! 

As a new year begins, I'm reminded that every year I vow to find a Guild member willing to help me with Sponsor-
ship. Well, this is the year that I finally get the article into the newsletter by the deadline. 

 

In Sponsorship, we meet and work with great people and companies who are glad to hear the Guild story. Additional-
ly, the director sits on the Leadership Committee, where the future of the Guild is determined. 

 

The Sponsorship Director locates and solicits potential sponsors of the Guild. The director prepares and mails annual 
invoices. Sponsors may choose a financial contribution or an in-kind contribution to the Guild. The Sponsorship Di-
rector also is responsible for ordering and stocking Guild Apparel.  

 

If you’d like more info or just to chat about how you can make a difference, find me at a Guild meeting or drop me an 
email: sponsorship@kcwoodworkersguild.org. 

 
Craig Arnold 
Director of Sponsorshipa 

Looking for Sponsorship Director Intern 

http://www.toyandminiaturemuseum.org
mailto:sponsorship@kcwoodworkersguild.org
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This year is your outstanding opportunity.  If you want to learn the techniques of the English Arts and Crafts style, or if 
you want to learn from the foremost practitioner of the Shaker box technique. get on board and build your skills. 
 
In April, we are hosting Nancy Hiller in a five-day class to build a Harris Lebus style desk.  Nancy was featured in Fine 
Woodworking magazine in the September/October 2012 issue doing this fine piece of work.  It features mor-
tise and tenon joinery and hand cut dovetails rendered in quarter sawn white oak wood.  This truly is an outstanding 
project and class to build your experience and help you produce an heirloom piece of furniture for your collection.  
Nancy was also featured in Popular Woodworking magazine in the November 2017 issue with an outstanding article 
on building a Harris Lebus style sideboard.  
 
Nancy’s April class is now open for enrollment.  Do not let this class happen without YOU. 
 
In September, we are hosting the return of a good friend and instructor to build your skills in Shaker Oval Box making.  
John Wilson, owner of the Home Shop in Charlotte MI (www.shakerovalbox.com) is making a return visit with us for a 
two-day class to show you how to build Shaker Oval Boxes.  He will follow with a single-day class on Wooden Tool 
Building to hone your skills in building a block or a shoulder plane.  This class features the technique of fabricating and 
tempering your own blade for the tool. 
  The skill will enable you to explore making your own tools.  John is a major supplier of Shaker box making compo-
nents and tools.  He has authored three books on tool and box making. 
 
John’s class will be open for enrollment in the near future. These classes are your unique route to learning two historic 
crafts. Watch for them and sign up early. 
 
Stand by, there more outstanding classes coming in 2018.  Happy New Year and Happy Training in 2018. 
 
Dave Kraatz, Director of Training 
Norm Carpenter, Assistant Director of Training 

Alert! Two Outstanding Instructors to Anchor the 2018 Training Year 

Skill-Builders for Everyone 

Wow!  The 2018 Skill-Builder series started off huge.  Dave Kraatz hosted 37 Guild members for a discussion on a 
basic set of hand tools for every woodworker.  It was a great presentation and many good questions were answered.  
If you haven’t been to a  
Skill-Builder yet, you should really consider participating.  There is some great information that is passed along, it does 
not take much of your time, and it is completely free to all Guild members. 
 
Next month we will be featuring Chuck Saunders who will guide us through the care and use of a shaper.  If you have 
one of these machines, have considered getting one, or want to be prepared to expand your woodworking abilities, 
you will not want to miss this session.  
 
If you have a skill that you believe the Guild would find useful, let me know and I can put you on the schedule.  Some 
skills that we would like to share this year are: 

 

 Fixing mistakes (unintentional design changes!) 

 Tool sharpening 

 Carving for decorating wood furniture 

 Machine cut dovetails 

 Mortise and tenon joinery 

 Selling woodworking projects 
 
Thank you, 
 
Norm Carpenter 
Assistant Director of Training  

http://www.shakerovalbox.com


We have only had positive feedback on the Guild’s Christmas Holiday Dinner.  The singing group was very thankful for 
the opportunity, and a number of attendees commented about how much they enjoyed that, and what a nice touch it was 
to the evening.  I'll plan to follow suit next year, maybe with a different group, with a different take... But still holiday en-
tertainment. 

 

I'm not sure how much money was made on the Raffle, or the offset for the member's payment...  But many thanks to 
Craig for running the Raffle, Jim Bany for taking on the Show-and-Tell, and all the help and participation in the dinner. 

 

Up next for events is the 2018 Woodworking Show February 16-17.  I'm getting things in order for that and will be putting 
out invites and sign-ups for display pieces and volunteers.  Here are the particulars: 

 

Kemper Arena Grounds 
The Governor's Building 

1800 Genessee St 
Kansas City, MO 64102 

 

Ticket Price 

$14 General Admission at the door, cash only 
$12 General Admission if purchased online ($2 discount) 

One ticket is valid for all three days of the show, any paid for education tickets include general admission. 

 

Show Hours 

Friday - 10:00 AM - 6:00 PM 
Saturday - 10:00 AM - 6:00 PM 

See the site and buy tickets: http://www.thewoodworkingshows.com/kansas-city.html 

That's all from events!  

 

Alex Scott 
Director of Events  
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Past and Future Events 

 

Financial Update 

The annual Guild financial report will be given at the January general meeting.  The update will review 2017 financial 
numbers and discuss plans for 2018.  This article gives you a summary of the results, but you will have to come to the 
meeting to get the entire story. 
 
The Guild remains in solid financial condition.  At year-end, the bank balances & CD’s totaled $151,598.71. 
 
Revenue for the year totaled $190,000 and is comprised of the following: 
Membership    34% 
Fund raising projects  31% 
Training   19% 
Woodturner Rent       6% 
Other     10% 
 

http://www.thewoodworkingshows.com/kansas-city.html


Curtis Buchanan’s Channel 

Runtime: Multi-part series 

Description: Curtis Buchanan is a chairmaker and has a few series on 
how to make Windsor style chairs.  I’m slowly working my way through 
the high chair and Curtis’ presentation style is information packed but 
laid back.  Thanks to Kevin Thomas for the recommendation! 
 

A Box for Jokes 

Runtime: 8 Minutes make a letter sized paper notepad holder as a pre-
sent to Chris Rock.  It’s a look at how to make thin stock boxes for vari-
ous uses. 
 

Description: Jimmie DiResta was commissioned to 

How to Cut Perfect Holes: 4 Methods 

Runtime: 8 Minutes 

Description: Steve Ramsey of Woodworking for Mere Mortals details a 
few ways to create odd sized and large holes.  I do like his plug for 
spade bits, which I feel are slightly misunderstood.  He explains some of 
the pros and cons of each method in a quick overview without diving too 
much into the details.  Plus, I enjoy his ad plugs for microjig. 
 

 

 

Walnut and Maple Stool 

Runtime: 8 Minutes 

Description: Cristinia Felgueiras’ makes a simple stool that just looks 
nifty.  By using contrasting woods with a box joint jig, the seat of her 
stool just looks cool.  Plus, she points out the advantage of buying pre-
made parts, if needed.  Also featured is the Rockler Box Joint Jig for the 
router table.  I’ve been meaning to write up a review and I’m glad to see 
it in a video! 
 

Wood Turned Carrying Bin 

Runtime: 13 Minutes 

Description: Frank Howarth makes a carry tote - but uses a bowl instead 
of a standard case.  He does, as always, an excellent job at explaining 
the design process.  
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Project Ideas 

Expenses totaled $192,000 and are comprised of the following: 
Rent    17% 
Utilities   10% 
Fund raising projects 12% 
Training   16% 
Equipment & Shop  14% 
Legal    19% 
Other   12% 
 
The priorities for 2018 are to complete the dust collection project, upgrade the electrical system to provide additional 
electrical power, and put the new equipment into service. 
 
Please review the monthly financial reports available in the Members Only area of the website.  (Be sure to use the 
updated password.)  If you have questions about Guild finances, send me an email.  I will answer those questions at 
the general meeting on January 17

th
. 

 
And, remember to renew your Guild membership before the end of January to get the $5 discount. 
 
Gary Mielke, Treasurer 

 YouTube and other video sites are great resources for woodworkers, here are a few presented in no particular order.  
Each of these videos caught my or other’s eye for various particular reasons, be it the education, the project, or the film 
itself.  If you run across interesting videos, please send a link to me at Library@kcwoodworkersguild.org  
 

Enjoy! 

Andrew Carr 
Librarian 

Financial Update (continued)  

https://www.youtube.com/user/curtisbuchanan52
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=A8xDLlrpklw
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=mQ35DZ1x32M
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=IBxIcu2dnbw
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=DOYZpGb-tGQ&t=138s
mailto:Library@kcwoodworkersguild.org


 

Just a friendly reminder that our Kansas City, MO 

Hand Tool Event® is coming soon. 

We hope to see you there! 

 

January 12-13, 2018 

Friday (10-6) & Saturday (10-5) 

 

Hosted by the Kansas City Woodworkers' Guild 

3189 Mercier Street 

Kansas City, MO 64111  

 
About our Hand Tool Events® At Lie-Nielsen Hand Tool Events®, we demonstrate essential hand tool 

techniques for everyday woodworking, useful to both professionals and amateurs. We encourage customers to try our tools, ask 
questions, and experience how woodworking with hand tools is rewarding, quiet, and surprisingly efficient.  

 
Our aim is to help you get the most out of your tools and make tool choices to best suit your work. A selection of Lie-Nielsen tools 
will be available for purchase and we offer free shipping for orders placed at the Event. Come take advantage of this chance to test 
drive our hand tools! 

 
Visit our website for more information on Hand Tool Events® 

 
We hope to see you there! 
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https://lie-nielsen.us4.list-manage.com/track/click?u=71acf70630e264acc4b00b721&id=d22032e093&e=4cb8c24342


Hearing Protection – Noise Reduction Ratings Explained (adapted from a safety-supply company’s website) 

 

Noise Reduction Rating (NRR) is a unit of measurement used to determine the effectiveness of hearing protection 
devices to decrease sound exposure within a given working environment.  Classified by their potential to reduce 
noise in decibels (dB), a term used to categorize the power or density of sound, hearing protectors must be tested 
and approved by the American National Standards Institute (ANSI) in accordance with the Occupational Safety & 
Health Administration (OSHA).  The higher the NRR number associated with a hearing protector, the greater the po-
tential for noise reduction. 

 
How does NRR change decibels of  exposure?  
 
When hearing protection is worn, your level of exposure to noise is based on the NRR rating of the protection device 
being used.  Keep in mind, however, that while the NRR is measured in decibels, the hearing protector being used 
does not reduce the surrounding decibel level by the exact number of decibels associated with that protector’s NRR.  
For example, if you are using a machine, such as a router, where the noise exposure is 100 dB and you are wearing 
earplugs with an NRR 33dB, your level of exposure would not be reduced to 67 dB.  Instead, to determine the actual 
amount of decibel deduction applied (when decibels are measured in dBA, which is the most common), you take the 
NRR number (in dB), subtract seven, and then divide by two.  So, using the previous example, your noise reduction 
equation would look like this: (33-7)/2 = 13. This means that if you are using that router with a level of noise expo-
sure at 100 dB and you are wearing a hearing protector with an NRR 33 dB, your new level of noise exposure is 87 
dB.  If you are wearing a product with an NRR of 27 it would deduct 10 decibels (27-7/2=10). 
 
To maximize noise reduction, hearing protectors must be worn properly. 
 
Save Your Hearing 
 
Exposing yourself to high-decibel environments can result in permanent damage to your hearing.  When you’re in a 
noisy environment in the shop, in your yard or elsewhere, protect yourself with the proper hearing protection.  Com-
pared to earplugs, I find earmuffs to be more comfortable and far more convenient when donning and doffing this 
PPE. 
 
Thank you for ‘hearing’ this and for your continuing Focus on Safety! 

 
John Sloss 
Director of Safety 
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Focus on Safety, Hearing Proection Details 

http://www.ansi.org/
https://www.osha.gov/
https://www.osha.gov/
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Find us on the Web at www.kcwoodworkersguild.org.  Have a suggestion for the Guild? Idea for a pro-

gram, clinic, workshop? Contact us using the emails addresses below. 

http://www.kcwoodworkersguild.org
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